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ingide. I had on a vell and boldly walked
among the citdwd of hired mourners who
wandered up and down the gardens, chant-
ing thelr prayers, In India professional
mourners are hired to mourn for the dead,
! victims of the plague
are burned these mourners pray
for every ¥ went right among them,
being entirely unnoticed, and went the full
length of the burning gardens and back
again. Dozens of fires were burning, the
garish from these fires casting the
only illumination upon the welrd scene.
Bodies were being borne to the fires almost
constantly by Lhe attendants. It was a
grews=ome and terrifying scene, but, strange
to =ay, 1 frightened in the least.
1 went back to the gate, where Kim S| was
Hterally trembling for his life, since he
would have been executed had I been dis-
covered. A British met me about
twenty feet from the gate after I had left
and demanded to know what I wanted, but
I replied that I only wanted to go home.
He let ma depart.
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Parsee Tower of
This Is a large open
minced by a Righ wall Victims
plague who are not burned are placed
inside this {inclosure. A vast horde of
ravens hover aver the tower at one corner
of the e, and =it upon the wall. With-
in a few hours after bodies are placed
therein, oniy the skeletons remain. The
hundreds of thousands of ravens feed upon
the bodies,
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RINGS MEANT ALTHORITY,

the Custom of Wearing
Them Lost in Antiguity.
London Mirror.

The custom of wearing rings to adorn the
hand is of such remote date that all at-
tempts to trace 8 origin are lost in the ob-
§ [ 3 but the primary in-
practice, In early ages of
appears 1o have been as an em-
ulhority ana government, and
bollcally communicated by de-
to the person on whom they
ied 1o be conferred.

v 1o this ancient usage,

ren employed the
L marriage (which
ptedd Ly the Greek Church) as a symbaol
ne authority which the. husband gave
his wife over his household, and of the
i= with which he thus endowed
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r the Roman consuls, rings were at
anufactured of jron, and worn oniy
that upon the third ﬂng-.'!'
hence denominated the

Soon super-

this inferior metal
more costly ma-
» 0f gold were after-

ward so very gens that it related
after the celebrated battle of Cannae Han-
ibal sent a bushel of them to the senators

Larthage, of which he had despolled the
slaln and prisoners.

Under the emperors, the common soldiers.
and even freedmen, wore gold rings, al-
Fh..._zg'n they were originally prohibited un-
less personally by the Emperor. The
pelitions sollciting this privilege became,
;1-;-.\1- ér, so numerous that Justinian was
tired of their importunity, and ultimately
permitied all who thought proper to be-
stow them

Hings have very long taken a conspicu-
ous pary as love tokens, Of all the sorts of
rings which have [frequently been dis-
patched as messengers of love, that kind
of double-booped one (half of which was
pfien worn by the lover, the other half by
his. “soul's dellght’) called the gemmow.,
or gimma! ring, stands pre-eminent. Up-
Ward of twenty instances might be quoted
from Shakspeare mentioning the use of this
kind of ring.
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CLASSMATES OF GRANT

>

FRANKLIN, THE LAST SURVIVOR OF
WEST POINT CLASS, DIED LATELY.

<

Several Members Entered Confederate
Armyjy—=Twenty-One Took Part
in Civil War.

2

'j
Washington Letter in Philadelphia Record.

William Buel Franklin, a distinguished
Union general of the civil war, who died re-
cently at his home in Connecticut, was the
last survivor of the West Point class grad-
uated sixty years ago, professionally known
as the “class of '43."" 1t is now chiefly cele-
brated as the class to which Gen, Ulysses 8.
Grant beionged throughout his four years’
course in the Milltary Academy from 1839
to 1843. However, its roster bore the names
of several other distinguished soldiers,

It is a curious fact that Franklin, the last
survivor of thirty-nine members, was grad-
uated No. 1. Grant, who afterward became
the great figure of the ‘“class of '43," as

well as of the war, was No. 21, one below
the class's middle man. This was Lewis
Neill, a Virginian, who died in 1850.

Twenty-nine of the thirty-nine members
were born in free States, nine in former
slave States and one in the District of Co-
lumbia. When the civil war broke out,
eighteen years after #®s graduation, the
class had already been reduced to twenty-
five members, Of the fourteen casualties in
the meantime, No. 9, John P. Johnstone;
No. 15, Theodore L. Chadbourne, and No.
23, Robert Hazlitt, had been killed in the
Mexican war, and No. 18, George Stevens,
drowned in the passage of the Rio Grande.
Eight had died, viz., No. 4, John H. Gre-
laud; No. 13, Jacob J. Booker; No. 20, Lewis
Neill: No. 4, Edwin Howe; No. 25, Lafay-
ette B. Wood: No. 28, A. St. Amand Crozet;
No. 29, Charles E. Jarvis, and No. 38,
Charles G. Merchant. Two had been cash-
fered, viz., Noa. 27 and 3.

jesides these four others resigned their
commissions prior to the war and never re-
joined either the wvolunteers or regulars,
viz., No. 2, George Deshon, who became a
Catholie priest; No. 3, Thomas J. Brereton;
No. 36, Norman Elting, and No. 37, Cave J.
Couts,

So, also, had U. 8. Grant, Joseph J. Rey-
nolds, John J. Peck. Roswell S. Ripley,
Charles 8. Hamilton, Samuel G. French and
others resigned prier to the war, but when
it began they all immediately snught places
as volunteers or regulars on one side or the
other.

Twentyv-one members of the class of '43
took part in the civil war, seventeen for the
Union and four for the Confederacy. All but
six of them became general officers, more
than half of whom commanded departments
and armies before the war closed. The six
exceptions were nearly all staff officers of
the Union army, Willlam F. Reynolds,
James A. Hardie, Henry F. Clarke and
John C. McFerran, Nos. 5, 11, 12 and 34, re-
spectively, of the class. The other two were
Edmunds B. Holloway, a Confederate colo-
nel of Missouri State Guards, and No. 31,
Henry R. Selden, a Unlon officer stationed
in distant New Mexico throughout the war.

Of the twenty-one Holloway was the only
one killed, and he met death accidentally
at the hands of his own men at Independ-
ence, Mo., so early as May, 1861,
CONFEDERATES NOT SOUTHERNERS.

It is singular that not one of the fo
Confederates was born in a State that se-
ceded. Holloway, it is true, was from a
slave State, Kentucky. But Roswell 8. Rip-
lev, a Confederate brigadier of some note,
was Ohio born, although appointed to the
academy from New York. His class number
was 7. No. 14, Confederate Major General
Samuel G. French, was born in and ap-
puinted from New Jersey, and No. 17, Con-
federate Major General Franklin Gardner,
was born in New York and appointed from
fowa. But in this particular, as in many
others, the class of '43 was typical of all
the West Point classes.

Graduates from the border States were
found in plenty in both armies. The Union's
great President, Lincoln, was Kentucky
born, and =0 was Jefferson Davis, President
of the Confederacy. Lineoln was not a West
Pointer, but Davis was No. 23 of the class
of "25, Among the distinguished Union grad-
uates furnished by Kentucky were John
Buford, Canby, Ormsby M. Mitchel, Pope
and Wood. The Confederate list of born
Kentuckians was even more brilliant, in-
cluding such names as Albert Sidney Johns-
ton, Buckner, Hood, Gustavus Smith,
George B. Crittenden, Ed Johnson and

Charles W, Field. Thomas L. Crittenden, of |

Kentucky, a prominent Union major gen-
eral, was a brother of George B. Crittenden,,
the Confederate of like rank. The Unilonist,
however, was not a West Pointer.

General Gardner had the misfortune to
surrender Port Hudson to General Banks in
July, 1863, a most serious blow to the Con-
federate cause. 1t is §till more curious a fact
that Lieutenant General Pemberton, of the
class of '37. who had surrendered Vicksburg
to Grant on the 4th of July, four days
previously, was born in Pennsylvania and
appointed to the acadeny from that State,
Neither Gardoner nor Pemberton were ever
afterward intrusted with an important
command in the fleld.

The Confederate French is best remem-
bered as the officer who made the fierce as-
saults on the Allatoona Fort, Oct. 5, 1884.
Sherman, hurrying to® the rescue of his
hard-pressed brigades, signaled across the
mountains: “Hold the fort; I am coming.”
French was finally beaten off, but it was a
narrow escape. Next day the Union com-
mander, Corse, signaled back to Sherman:
“I am ‘short a cheek bone and one ear, but
am able to whip all hell yet.”

REYNOLDS A KENTUCKY MAN.
Several of the seventeen Unionists of the
class of 43 were born in slave States. No.
10, Joseph J. Reynolds, was a Kentuckian,
and, next to Grant, perhape the biggest fig-
ure of the class; his reputation continually

increased to the close of the war. No. 33,
Frederick T. Dent, Grant's brother-in-law,
was a Missourian; No. M4, John C. McFer-
ran, was another Kentuckian; No. 35, Hen-
ry M. Judah, was born in Maryland.

The others were from the free States. No.
20, Prederick Steele, & New Yorker, was in
the Reynolds class, a successful Union
major general who rose to the command of
armies and departments, A Maine cadet,
Rufus Ingalls, No. 32, became, perhaps, the
most distinguished staff officer on the
Union side. He was long chief quartermas-
ter of the Army of the Potomac, a man of
decided administrative abflity, Neo. 8 John
J. Peck, another New Yorker, soon rose to
the rank of major general and a department
command, but he was not in the Reynolds-
Steele class of growing commanders. No, 16,
Christopher C. Augur, also from New York,
was a conspicuous major general almost
from the beginning. He commanded the Jeft
wing of Banks's army before Port Hudson,
against his old classmate, Frank Gardner.

Nao. 6, Isaac F. Quinby, of New Jersey, a
brigadier subsequently, and No. 26, Charles

F. Hamilton, of Wisconsin, but New York

- -

born, general, went out of the serv-
ice be?o?;-‘jge close of & ﬁr Hamilton,

particularly, was an able officer and a

fighter, but was of an intractable disposi-
tion. He had trouble with both McClellan

and Grant.

CAREER OF GENERAL FRANKLIN.

No. 1 of this class, Major General Frank-
lin, was a Pennsylvanian. He was a fine
engineer officer. His military career was
from the first far more promising than that
of any of his classmates, most of whom
were out of the army when the war broke
out, and decidedly more so than that of
Grant, who finally rose to the supreme com-
mand, :

While Grant was still supplicating at
Springfield, Ill., of McClellan at Cincinnatl
and of the War Department at Washington
for employment in almost anmy capacity,

Captain Franklin, who had never left the
army, was already promoted to colonel of
the Twelfth Regular Infantry, and early in
1361 was a brigade commander in the chief
army of the Union before Grant had taken
the field in far-off Missourl.

But, notwithstanding his fine start, unde-
niable patriotism and great ability, Frank-
lin's career, after Antietam, was disap-

pointing. He had somehow become involved
in the intrigues of the Army of the Poto-

mac, semi-political-military, and was held
by the administration to be of the rule-or-
ruin MceClellan faction. This was erroneous,
but it handicapped Franklin thereafter and
undoubtedly spolled his career. He per-
formed notably excellent service in Louisi-
ana afterward, being wounded in Banks's
disastrous Red-river campaign. Upon the
close of the war he resigned both his vol-
unteer and regular commissions and en-
tered upon more remunerative civil pursuita,
Physically, General Franklin was the an-
tipodes of Grant, He was of tall form and
gnas;;sive build and bore aloft a magnificent
ead.

GRANT AIDED CLASSMATES.
It is discernible in the records that Grant

always had a warm side for mainly all his
colleagues of the class of '43. Hamilton
commanded a division under him in West
Tennessee, and both Quinby and Steele
were with him in the Viecksburg campaign.
He repeatedly urged J. J. Reynolds and
Steele for more important commands. When
Franklin's fortunes were gloomiest, Grant
recommended him for a large command, an
act for which Franklin was grateful to the
day of his death.

Yet Grant did not let his personal predl-
lections blind him to the public interests,

When the hot-headed, intractable Hamilton
was temporarily overglaughed in the Army
of the Tennessee by a junior, and began in
his assertive manner to protest, Grant thus
wrote to the general in chief at Washing-
ton:

“I am led to believe and think there is no
doubt of the fact that Major General C, S.
Hamilton is making indirect efforts to get
General McPherson removed from the com-
mand of his afmy corpg, and to get the
command himself. If this is so I wish to en-
ter my solemn protest. There is no compari-
son between the two as to their fitness for
such a command. * * * General Hamilton
lacks these qualifications. As a soldier, I
have no fault to find with him further than
his natural jealous disposition, which influ-
ences his military conduet and acts preju-
dicially upon the service. * * * I would
respectfully ask to have this laid before the
President.”

Hamilton soon after resigned from the
army in a huff, and returned to private life
in Wisconsin., Nevertheless, Grant, as Pres-
ident, appointed Hamilton United States
marshal for Wisconsin within a few weeks
after his inauguration in 1869.

New York's Provincialism.

Philadelphia Record.

“l am not surprised that New York ig-
nored the Liberty bell on its trip to Bos-
ton,” said the itinerant reporter. "It is
characteristic of New York to ignore
everything bevond Iits own boundaries.
Five or six years ago 1 was working on
one of the New York papers at the time of
the restoration of Independence Hall, and
it occurred to me that a good story on
the subject, illustrated with photographs,
would make a timely feature for the Sun-
day supplement. 1 suggested it to the
Sunday editor one day, but he was busy
with other work, and gave me scant atten-
tion. 1 tried him two or three times later
but he was always preoccuplied. Finally i
caught him one day when he was at leis-
ure, and he sald: *"“What is this Indepen-
dence Hall you've been buzzing about?"’
I sat down and explained to him, and
actually it seemed as though the man had
never known of the existence of such a
building. He was a typical New Yorker,
and had probably never been west of New-
ark in his life. *“Ol, fudge!” he =aid, *“I
don’'t think that's of any interest to our
readers, Now, here’'s a story about a
prominent society woman who has six
toes on each foot, and she’s going to sub-
mit to an operation to have the superfluous
ones removed. There's a story for you!

| Go out and see if you can get a photo-

graph of her foot, and we'll make a double.
page feature of it."”

Threshing Corn in Lombardy.

Correspondence New York Mail and Ex-
pPress,

When I had read in the book of Ruth
that the Moabites lay down at night on
the threshing floor, at the foot of her kins-
man, Boaz, I took it for granted, without
too much reeflction, that the threshing
floor was simply the modern big barn floor
of Ohio or Pennsvilvania, with antique
modifications. In Lombardy 1 saw the
threshing floor and the threshers at work
upon it, and learned tetter. Every now
and then, back in the fields of corn, was
a little cabin, with perhaps a buyttressing
of pumpkins about it, and before it a
smooth space of ground, cleared of the
turf, trampled hard and swept clean.
This was the threshing floor and what
the reapers were threshing was . Indian
corn in the ear. Having been pulled from
the stalks and thrown into carts, the ears
were husked by the skle of the floor and
heaped In a shimmering pile in the midst
of it. Then the threshers got at it with
their crooked flails and shelled the mass
by thumping it. I paused to watch the
arms of the flails swinging over the vel-
low heaps urntil the harvesters halted at
their tasks and seemed disposed to resent
my interest. 1 discovered that the corn
tassels were made into bundleg, and the
husks into separate bundles and that then
the stalks were pulled ug by the roots

and laid aside, apparently for firewood.
——

The F‘lq_nwer of the Trail.

My heart was weary yesterday,
I said: The day is long:
i The busy hum of middle day
! Sphuts out the morning song,;
The rush of myriad hurrying feet
That crowd the upward slope
Have crushed the dalsies into dust
And spent the dews of hope.

Then straight within the trampled path
The eager throng had trod

A little purple flower unclosed,
Nor pinad for greener sod:

And one whose load had weighted sore
Looked down at it and amiled,

And dreamed of woodland trails he'd loved
To follow when a child.

8o, still, when bitterness and fret
Would drown the melody
Some little harmony steals In
To set the music [ree;
And we may Keep tiil eventide
The morning foys we knew,
If ever in our hearts there live
The daisles and the dew.
—Sharlot M. Hall, in Youth's Companion.

POOR THOMAS.

u
“ Widow—Simply put
- —— Ty ,“'

h T R

&
= b a

B ¢ T L

~ Btone Cutter—What name shall I cut on the headstone?
L et e d T €

g -A '

o L ) o ki . N
o - b L .
(AL o i i

- - . & L

.

:

-

AS IT ‘IS IN BREATHITT

>

SOCIAL ACTIVITY OF THE PRESENT
DUE TO OLTSIDE INTERFERENCE,

*

The Unusual Course of Things Sadly
Disturbed by the Governor, His Seol-

diers and an Invading Court.
——e D ———

Hartford Courant.

Breathitt county, in Kentucky, is to-day
one of the most interesting bits of clviliza-
tion that we have in the United States. We
have so many queer kinds of civilization in
this country, first and last, that our sense
for such things is a trifle benumbed. The
socially unusual is extremely common here,
But Breathitt county is rather distinet and
distinguished among all the various social
wonders that we turn out.

We are confident that Breathitt county

has made no special effort to distinguish
herself at this time. Her inhabitants are not

a bit vainglorious, and there are probably
not ten of them who would turn their hands

over to secure glory of any kind, real or
artificial. They are a thoroughly genulne

lot of people—plain, direct, self-sustained,
courageous, and with full confidence in all
their virtues and all their habits. We do not
quite dare to write “‘vices;" strictly speak-
ing, their pecullar habits are not vices—
they are simply the established mode of
settling things in Breathitt county so that
they stay settled; it may be, too, that at

some period some member of the Courant
staff may have the interesting experience of
a short sojourn in Breathitt countx. and we
should regret adding anything deadly or
fatal to the interest of such a visit; in short,
there are reasons enough, even at this dis-
tance, and with no immediate prospect that
the distance may be shortened, for speak-
ing with the utmost respect of Breathitt
county,

For the best citizens of that patch of
Kentucky have very long memories and
very quick guns, and this is a combination
that no man of sense wishes to jam himself
against carelessly. The editor of the Jack
gson Hustler (Jackson is the capital of
Breathitt county) is Thomas M. Morrow.
Mr. Morrow has held the press in that stim-
ulating social atmosphere up to its high and
advisory duties ever since 1885. That he still
lives i8 conclusive proof of his sagacity.
He says that he fancies himself not to be a
coward—that any one who settles in Breath-
itt county, in order to print things, and in-
tends to remain there long, above ground, is
bound to be sagacious. Sagacity is in the
alr of all that reglon, so to speak. “Let the
editor sit down at his desk,” he autobio-
graphically and doubtless reminiscently re-
marks, “knowing that without Jurks in the
darkness an assassin ready to shoot him
through for a two-dollar note, although he
is known oaly by description, and one does
not have to be told to be good. Tt does not
require any threats to prevent the press
from taking sides in Jackson. We walk our
straight and narrow path without a word or
a murmur.”” The sum of two dollars strikes
us as a rather small price for pegging any
man into eternity, even if he is a mere edi-
tor, but Breathitt county doubtless knows
her business. It is probably the old price
attaching to this habit, and there has been
no rise of prices in Breathitt county. With
that fine simplicity of nature, and real
conservatism, that distinguish very nearly
all proceedings in Breathitt county, the peo-
ple down there evidently hold that what
was pay enough in the time of the fathers
and the grandfathers, for this peculiar and
interesting service, is necessarily pay
enough now in the time of their sons. Any
one can now see that we, also, are merely
sagacious in describing the peculiar activi-
ties of Breathitt county as habits., Like
Mr. Morrow, we fancy that we are not cow-

ards; but only a fool would trifle with a
Breathitt county gun at two dollars a shot.

AN INACCURATE WORD.
Ordinarily one would say that there was

trouble in Breathitt county just at this
time, The word ‘‘trouble,” however, is in-

accurate. Strictly speaking, Breathitt coun-
ty has'no troubles whatever at any time—

unless it Is with the weather, which, un-
fortunately, cannot be shot into good be-
havior. What we should speak of here, in
an ordinary Connecticut community, as
trouble, is in Breathitt county merely social
activity. Just at this time Breathitt county
is socially active. The occasion of this en-

hanced social movement is the interference
of a court of justice with the normal and
habitual procedures of Breathitt county.
We often speak of how the laws run
through the United States—in fact, we have
been known to boast about the regularity
and Integrity of judiclal proceedings every-
where in this country. But Breathitt coun-
ty is an exception to what we hope is the
rule, The laws do not run in Breathitt coun-
ty, but jump over it; and it is an attempt
to interrupt this normal flight, and for once
to make the laws light there, and perform
their office, that has produced this current
social activity in Breathitt county.

It would probably not be too much to say
that the Breathitt county people are abso-
lutely astounded at the situation. They
have heard of courts of justice, to be sure:
they have one of their own: but County
Judge James Hargis, who presides over it, is
80 thoroughly In the gocial swim of Breath-
itt county that it is his nephew who has
been interrupted, so to speak, in the exer-
cise of one of the habits of that district.
Having this relationship to the young man
interrupted, Curt Jett—an antique and pic-
turesque name, =ignifying much in the way
of promptness and precision—Judge Hargis
thought that he would better not attempt
to exercise judicial functions in the matter;
but by some hocus-pocus of nature, looked
at from the Breathitt county point of view,
a judge came or was sent from some other
quarter, and a trial is actually proceeding,

BREATHITT'S SOCIAL VIEW.
The circumstances of this trial afford am-

ple evidence of the fidelity with which
Breathitt county holds to her own social

view. An army-—a state army, sent by the
Governor of Kentucky, and duly provided,
we believe, with artillery—is trying to pre-
serve the lives of the alien judge, of the
venturesome prosecuting officer, and of the
more or less timid and forgetful witnesses,
until in some fashion the judicial proceed-
ings are concluded. Judge Hargils was on

the stand on Tuesday, and he gave a nearly
perfect exhibition of not having seen his
nephew indulging in the Breathitt county
habilt, and of having seen the only witness,
who was able to see things, In the positions
and relations that would tend to discredit
this witness's testimony as to what he had
seen, This particular witness, after his tes-
timony was given, had the unhappiness to
gee his little inn, representing his entire
property, burn down to the ground, with
the additional misfortune that the insurance
companies, knowing something of the hab-
its of Breathitt county, had canceled his in-
surance policies just as soon as they be-
came aware of the nature of his testimeny,
and of course before the fire. Breathitt
county is very fixed in her views, and she
has no hesitation in casting the deepest
sort of a shadow when one of her habits is
in question. When the outside judge gets
through with his work. and the army has
marched away, and Breathitt county be-
giz again to breathe her normal air, there
m not be a 8St. Bartholomew’'s night
down there—for Breathitt county is above
board, and possesses, as we have sgaid, the
eonfidence of her habite, one of which is to
attend to indispensable business by day-
light, when the gun-sights stand out clear-
ly; but if there is not something approach-
ing a St. Bartholomew’'s day down there,
after Breathitt county has recovered her
social polse sufficiently to understand just
what has happened, and just where she
stands, it will be because all those persons
who have produced this senseless fuss in
the social life of Breathitt county have
moved themselves, and sueh property as
may still remain to them, to some quarter
of the United States where the laws run
and operate, and do not jump and fly away
as thin air.

Is not this a choice medieval story? And
in Kentucky? In the United States? In the
twentieth century? Not in China, nor in
Turkey. nor in Servia: but right here In
what some people call “our midst.” Not un-
der the Mohammedan faith, but here in the
face and eyes of Christian civillzation, with
a church in every corner, a schoolhouse on
every hilitop and a library and hospital in
very mnearly every pasture lot. Oh, but we
are the biggest and the best, and we know
it; but sometimes we have to shut our eves
altuitt.umouotthcdmmomuto

When You Are a Millionalre,
New York Mail and Express. @
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you see?’ was the question put
mmumm the other day.

“Migh lonely,” was the quick reply.
% ndow things, no matter how at-
tractive, lose their chief charm when you
know they .are yours if you merely take
a fancy to them. The fact is that money
loses its value when a man gets a mil-
lion. Few men seek more merely be-
cause they want the doliars.
motive is to be considered an influence i'n
affairs, and for the love of trading. It's
the same spirit as a gambler has. They
want to carry thelr point against some
one else. Every millionaire is trs‘ing“ to
get the best of some other millionaire.

“That doesn’'t apply to the Standard Oil
group of millionaires, does It?"”

“It doesn't? That's just where it does
apply. They're a unit on Standard Oil mat-
ters because the fourteenth floor (John
D. Rockefeller's offices) at 26 insists on
that, and his word goes; but if one floor
in that building knew what the other floor
was doing in the market every day there
would be some startlin, rev: tlom.:. Thg
word down there is ‘do’ and keep ‘doing’
somebody all the time. If you can't ‘do
outsiders, ‘do’ some of he insiders—
but ‘do.' "

WASHING THE GODDESS.

Liberty Is Given & Bath and Is Now
Proteeted by Lightning Rods.

Washington Post.

Five hundred and fifty-seven feet in the
air seven “human flies”’ have for the past
week each day taken their lives in their

hands and climbed the dizzy heights of the
topmost point of the Capitol, to wash the

statue, Goddess of Liberty, with warm
water and castile soap. The work has

cost Uncle Sam $400, but in payment the

Goddess now shines, and when the heavy
scaffolding erected around the statue, by
which the workmen are able to perform
their labors, has been removel, the result
of the cleansing process will be evident,
even to the specks of humanity on the
streets below.

The Goddess of Liberty was last washed
ten years ago. Since then it has not had
its face cleaned and the rains and dust of
a decade have played havoc with both
gown and features. The work of washing
the statue is under the directlon of Super-
vising Architeet Woods, of the Capital,
but Alberts Ports, an undersized man
without fear, the official *‘rigger” of the
government, is in actual charge of the
scrubbing gang. He Is regarded as one
of the most daring men in the employ of
Uncle Sam.

The Goddess of Liberty, or Statue of
Freedom—referred to by visitors as the
“Indian"'—weighs 19,000 pounds, and its
surface is therefore considerable. It is
much larger than it appears from the
plaza of the Capitol, from where it seems
to be about three feet in height. The
face and hands are made of lished
bronze, while the cloak is sand-finished,

rough bronze,

Several days ago when the Capitol
house-cleaners came to the goddess In
their labors a caluculation of the amount
of scaffolding needed was made and the
timbers were taken through the dome to
the closest point of approach to the statue.
This point i{s thirty feet below the base of
the statute. The workmen, headed by
Ports, then climbed outside the uppermost
platform, erected a thirty-foot ladder, and
thus reached the pedestal of the bronze
monument. The scaffolding timbers were
hauled up one at a time, and a huge frame-
work erected about the goddess.

The work of cleaning the bronze then
began. It was first decided to use pum-
ice stone, but it was found that rubbing
the bronze with this substance gave it
too high a polish, and castile soap was
tried, with excellent results. From crown
to feet, the bronze was covered with big
scales. These the soap réemoved, and a
complete new spring dress was given the
patron goddess of America. It was found
that the famous statue, in the the past ten
years has been the target of the lightning
more than a hundred times.

Although they cannot be seen from the
street, there are two lightning rods on
the shoulders of the goddess and five
on the points of the crown surmounting
her head. These were completely burnt
off by the heat of repeated strokes, and
the tips had been melted and fuséd, run-
ning down upon the bronze. The light-
ning points have been restored. They are
expensive, and consist of bronze points
four inches long, tipped with one inch of
platinum, gold-plated.

NO CANARY-BIRD TRUST.

About 300,000 of the Birds Are Im-
ported Yearly.

New York Commercial.

Some time ago, when the steamship
Koenigin Lulse arrived at the port of New
York a story was set a-going to the effect
that about four thousand canary birds in
crates had come across the ocean in her
hold and were consigned to the ‘‘canary
trust.” It was further declared that no-
body could buy a canary, a parrot or any
other sort of pet birds "“without applying to
the ‘trust’ for it."” The *“trust's’” headquar-
ters were said to be on Grand street, Ber-
nard Ruhe being its president.

All this seemed not a little improbable,
and later on Rule explained to a Post re-
porter that there was really no “trust” in
the bird business at all. As a matter of
fact, however, there are only two bird im-
porters here in New York, and all the for-
eign birds shipped to this country are re-
ceived in this city, except a few that are
sent from Australia to San Franclsco. A
shipment of 4,000 canarles at one time is re-
garded as a common consignment in the
season, which extends from the middle of
September to about April. Ruhe receives
about 4,000 every week in that preriod and
the importer about as many. Altogether
each of them imports about 150,000 ¢canaries
a vear, which are sold to the retall dealers
in this city and all over the United States.

All these canaries are gald to be obtalined
from Germany, where the business of
breeding them is now scattered all over the
empire, although it was formerly confined
to the Harz mountains. Many persons over
there make it their entire business, while
others, engaged in other vocations, make
the raising of canaries a sort of “side line,”
from which they derive enough money to
pay thelr rent. The best singing birds are
still procured from the Harz mountains,
where the breeding of canaries was begun
as early as the sixteenth century, and has
been carried on ever since. In Germany
canaries are bred only for song, while in
England some are bred for size and color.
Séme birds are bred in this country, but
they show a tendency to “hark back’” from
yvellow plumage to the mottled green coats
of the wild birds in the Canary islands, and
they are not as good singerg as the German.
The retail price here in New York of a
young bird from Germany is about $2.50, but
prices run up as high as $25 apiecce for
trained singers. The latter are educated by
being put, when young, in the company of
other fine singing birds, such as the night-
:nglalo. many of whose notes they learn to
mitate.

The demand from all parts of the world
for the German canaries, Ruhe says, is so
great that this country can't get enough of
them. The average purchaser of a canary
doeg not keep it alive more than six months,
as he (or she) will persist in hanging its
cage near a window. Although hardy in
other respects, the birds cannot stand
draughts, and when kept by a window they
are very liable to take cold and dle.

[FouLKE'S RESIGNATION
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WHY THE INDIANIAN WITHDREW
FROM CIIL-SERVICE COMNWISSION.

*

His Health Injured by Too Close and

Energetic Application to the
Work of His Office,

*

Washington Special in New York Post.
The resignation of Willlam Dudiey
Foulke from the Civil-service Commission
was somewhat suddenly sent to the Presi-
dent while the latter was in the middle of
his Western tour, and the fact was com-
municated by the commissioner to only a
very limited number of friends with a view

to relieving Mr. Roosevelt of unnecessary
importunities at a time when bhis mind

and time were fully occupied. At the Pres-
ident's request the secret has been well

kept, in the hope that circumstances might
enable Mr. Foulke to remain on the com-
mission. So the President's letter accept-
ing the resignations to take ffe t on the
appointment and qualification of Mr.
Foulke's successor has remained till now
locked up in a safe in this city to await
developments. Mr. Foulke has himseif,
however, held forth no hope from the first
that he would return to his post. With a
nice sense of his duty in the premises, al-
though he was technlcally only absent on
leave, he instructed the disbursing officer

of the commission not to send him any
salary after he had quitted Washington.
The reason of the resignation was purely
personal, and yet belongs to the public:
Mr. Foulke had injured his health, and in-

deed endangered his life by the energy with
which he worked from the time he took
office. Although apparently robust and
fond of out-of-doors amusements, he was
far from strong, having suffered a food
deal with symptoms which he did not fully
understand, but which, within a few weeks,
he had reason to think was due to a treach-
erous weakness of the heart. His physi-
cian had only one word of counsel to give
him: *“Stop!” A summer abroad seemed
to hold out the only hope of his getting
away from every disturbing element in his
surroundings, so he sailed with his family
last month. He has probably heeded the
warning in time, though it was with great
reluctance that he surrendered his com-
mission. He enjoyed ashington life, he
was an enthuslast in everything pertaining
to his work, and his personal devotion to
the President and loyalty to his adminis-
tration were all that the most exacting
lcader could have asked o¢f a lleutenant.
The confidence between the two men was
unreserved.

PLENTY OF HARD WORK.

To many outsiders the task of a civil-
service commissioner does not seem Very
hard, but to a man who plunged into it
with the earnestness with which Mr, Foulke
plunges into everything he undertakes it
means a pretty serious business. Without

parading his conscientiousness as to hours

of labor any more than he did his rather

rare notions as to unearned salary—and I
believe this {8 the first referemce to either
which has ever passed beyond the confines
of his circle of close friends—he stuck quliet-
ly to the good old rule in which he had
grown up that when one sells his services
to the government he is under the same ob-
ligations as he would be to a private em-
ployer. Having a large private correspond-
ence and important business interests to
care for, he used to come to the office at
8 in the morning instead of 9, the regu-
lar hour for beginning the official dar, and
thus was able to clear his desk of his per-
sonal mail by the time the government
had a right to his whole attention. The
charm of all this was that it had not the
slightest taint of ostentation in it. It was
done as a matter of course, and probably
no one will be more surprised to see the
mention of it In »Hublic print than Mr.
Foulke himself. But working early and late
sreuently told its story, as it almost always
0OeE.

The chances are that Mr. Foulke would
have resigned next year anyway, as he
had long ago decided that he ought to re-
linquish his government post so as to be
free to work for the Roosevelt ticket of
1904. The good-natured quips which have
been got off at his expense as to there
being no longer any need for such a sac-
rifice, since the national committee had
concluded that it could carry Indiana with-
out him, had no real bearing on the case.
Mr. Foulke's purpose was not to “‘carry
Indiana,’”” but to put in his services wher-
ever he could be most useful, and, with
the spirit of the born fighter always under
the handicap of a Quaker ancestry, the
harder the obstacles to be overcome the
more he would have delighted to tackle
them. An anti-Roosevelt movement to be
met and beaten in some particularly dan-
gerous slum would have been just to his
taste. The knowledge of his desire for
next year leaking out a few mojnths ago
doubtless accounts for the guess commonly
made when the resignation was first pub-
licly apneunced, that he had taken this
time to get out and prepare for his work
on the stump.

IN PLACE OF MR. FOULKE,

Another question, which does not seem to
have troubled so many, Is why the appoint-
ment of Mr. Cooley is published as vice Mr.
Foulke, instead of vice Mr. Garfleld, whose
place has not yet been filled. The explana-
tion is to be found in Section 1761 of the Re-
vised Statutes, which forbids the payment
of salary to ‘‘any persons appointed during

the recess of the Senate to fill a vacancy in
any existing office, If the vacancy existed
while the Senate was In session and was by
law required to be filled by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, until
such appointee has been confirmed by the
Senate.” Unfortunately, Mr. Garfield re-
signed from the Civil-service Commission
to accept his chiefship of the Bureau of
Corporations while the Benate was still in
sesgion. This, when Mr. Foulke went
away, left Mr. Proctor to carry the whole
burden of the commission's work till some
one could be appointed as his colleague. It
was the President's purpose originally to
appoint Mr, Garfield's successor and let Mr.

oulke’s resignation lie by till it could be
determined whether his season of rest and
travel would not restore him sufficiently to
enable him to continue In the service; then,
it it were found that there need be no per-
manent retirement, the resignation and the
answer accepting it would have been de-
stroyed and everything would have gone on
as before. But when the statute just
quoted was brought to the President's at-
tention he saw that the only office he could
fill for Mr. Proctor's relief was that va-
cated by Mr. Foulke, and accordingly the
announcement was made and the accept-
ance of Mr. Foulke's resignation will be-
comﬁf;ﬂect!ve as soon asg Mr. Cooley can
qua A
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Do you ever
think of owning
your home?

Many real estate
agencies in
Indianapolis have
good property
to offer on the
easy monthly
payment plan.

Why pay rent,
when you may

as easily apply
the amount you

now pay in rent

upon the price
of a home?

Watch the
classified
columns of the

Sunday Joyrnal.

You will find
just; what, you




